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SuperHEARo Success 

On April 29th 2018, IL Hands & Voices 

and Guide By Your Side hosted its first 

SuperHEARo 5K Walk/Run fundraiser at 

the beautiful Tipton Park in Bloomington, 

IL.  Participants came from all over Illi-

nois to join us for this 

exciting morning.  It was 

an action packed day for 

all ages!  The actual 5K 

trail was on a gorgeous nature path that was in-

tertwined within the park. About 100 runners 

participated in the run. Medals were presented to 

the top three finishers in eleven age groups and 

two overall winners; one male and one female, 

were also awarded. Throughout the day there 

were plenty of activities for the kids including a 

superhero costume con- test, playground to play 

on, and an entire area set aside for kid games! 

Awards were also given for the best superhero costumes, the team that 

pledged the most and there was also a 50/50 raffle that raised more than 

(continued to page 3) 

We’re All in This Together 

On a recent family vacation, we found ourselves at 

an outdoor concert filled with fellow vacationers.  

While my son, Noah, played in the sand with an-

other boy, I noticed a man looking at him which is 

not uncommon given that my son wears cochlear 

implants.  I just assumed it would be another con-

versation of, “Does he have seizures?” or “What 

are those things on his head?’;  the kinds of ques-

tions we usually get asked by people who are curi-

ous.  Instead, the man approached me and asked 

me where my son had his cochlear implant sur-

gery.  I have to admit I was a bit surprised that he knew what they were and 

figured he worked in the field of audiology.  As we talked more, I learned that 

he knew exactly what the implants were because he has a three-year-old son 

who wears BAHA’s.  Not long after we starting chatting, the man’s wife and son 

joined us and we continued to engage like long-lost friends sharing stories 

about the challenges and successes we have all faced as parents of children 

(Continued on page 9) 
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were igniting before our eyes adding a great start to the beginning of 

the summer.  

The Sensory Garden in Lisle was the perfect backdrop for a family fun 

event. Kids could run around in 

the grass, play on the playground, 

dig in the sand tables, climb on 

the igloo and bang on the loud, 

outdoor instruments to stir the 

senses. Though there was no 

shortage of things to do, we still 

ended the day off with an egg toss 

enjoyed by young and old alike. At 

first, the eggs just wouldn’t seem 

to break and then…splat! Imagine 

tossing an egg and then backing 

up with each turn. The excitement kept 

cranking up with each round. Some kiddos were bold enough to 

start throwing the egg overhand. It was good, messy fun with so 

many laughs, smiling fac- es and photo opportunities.  

The weather could not have been more perfect for an afternoon of 

fun and food. Potato sal- ad, sandwiches, veggies, fruit, chips and des-

sert. Oh boy! Hopefully, nobody left hungry, because the food was 

plentiful and delicious. The only drawback of the day was all the left-

over food! Thanks to eve- ryone for participating and enjoying another 

great family fun event. Stay tuned for more events to come.  

A Playful Potluck 
On a bright sunny day in June, many families came 

to the Sensory Garden to play and pass a dish at the 

potluck. There were many familiar faces and new fac-

es as well to gather around and share stories of their 

kiddos and how fast they’re growing up while the 

kids ran around. Many old friendships were renewed 

as families saw those they haven’t seen in a while. As 

well as the renewed friendships, new friendships 
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who have a hearing loss.  It was a beautiful moment and the friends we were with commented on what a 

wonderful thing it was to find people who share a special connection and bond.  They were exactly right.  It’s 

not every day that we encounter other children or adults who have hearing loss.  But when we do, it is the 

perfect opportunity to show Noah that he is not alone.  At the end of our vacation, standing at the luggage 

carousel waiting for our suitcases at Chicago O’Hare airport we had another encounter with a mom who has 

a thirteen-year-old son who also wears bilateral cochlear implants.  She came over and introduced herself to 

us and told us that she lives in DC but was in Chicago for business and had to come over and say hello after 

seeing Noah.  She talked to Noah and showed him pictures of her 

son who plays sports and is in band.  Again, as we stood chatting 

for a few minutes, it felt like we were old friends who were just 

catching up on life and what our kids have been up to.  I cherish 

these moments with other families, and I loved that Noah could 

see that a kiddo just like him never let his hearing loss get in the 

way of the things he wanted to do.  While it may seem like we 

are alone at times and that nobody really understands what it is 

like living the day to day life of a parent who has a child with 

hearing loss, or any disability for that matter, it is so important to 

remind each other that we are not walking this path alone.  We 

have each other to lean on and talk to, whether it is a family you 

met through a Hands & Voices event or the stranger you met at 

the luggage carousel at the airport, there is support out there.  

Making these connections is a bonus part of the journey.  We are 

all in this together and we can learn so much from each other as 

we navigate our own individual paths.   

(Continued from page 1) 
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Illinois EARS  This newsletter was produced by Illinois Hands & 

Voices, Guide By Your Side in collaboration with:  

Page 10 

$1,000! 

The day was flawless and it wouldn't of been possible without 

the hard work of all the board members of IL Hands & Voices, 

the Guide By Your Side team, Race Time, and all of our spon-

sors.  

We would like to thank all 

of our sponsors which in-

clude local post office 

#4364 Vernon Hills/ Mun-

delein, Heartland Bank, 

Illinois Service Resource 

Center, and Bloomington Radio station. Our BRONZE level sponsors 

include, Cochlear Ameri- cas, Carrie Balian: Rodan+Fields consult-

ant, and RedBird Dental. Our SILVER level sponsors were Child’s 

Voice and Ann & Robert H Lurie’s Children's Hospital of Chicago. The 

GOLD level sponsor was Northwestern Hospital.  The WATER sta-

tion was sponsored by Med-El and our FINISH LINE sponsor was 

ACS (see their ad on page 16). 

We are so thankful to those who donated, volunteered, and/or 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Do you or your child have something to 

share?  A new adventure or an 

accomplishment?  They can be a part of 

our next newsletter!  Stories can be 

submitted to ilhvgbys@gmail.com  

Moving On 

Our students were excited for our Recognition 

Ceremony, which was held on May 

17th.  Child’s Voice families, alumni, and part-

ners gathered to hear from our 11 graduating 

students and celebrate their graduation from 

our School Program.  The students will be re-

turning to their home schools districts next 

fall.  

Hunter Martin, 10 years old, is a 5th grader at 

Sangamon Valley Intermediate School in Illiopolis, 

Illinois.  Hunter was identified with hearing loss 

when he was born and received hearing aids when 

he was 3 months old.  Hunter’s mother, Ramona 

Martin, began talking with legislators in 2012 re-

garding the need for mandated insurance cover-

age for hearing aids.  As Hunter got older and saw 

the fight that his mother was facing to get legisla-

tors support, he asked if he could go with her to 

explain the need for hearing aids.  He stated that 

“maybe they will listen to me since I have to deal 

with having hearing aids everyday.” Hunter was 

asked to come speak before the Senate Insurance 

committee during the Spring 2017 session.  The 

bill did not get voted on that session. During the 2018 spring session, a new bill was introduced, HB4516 by 

Representative Laura Fine. Hunter was asked to speak before the House Insurance committee on 2-27-18 and 

it passed out of committee unanimously! It was then voted on 

and passed unanimously by the House of Representatives on 4

-26-18.  Hunter was asked to speak again to the Senate Insur-

ance Committee on 5-9-18, he and his 7 year old brother, Ow-

en, both spoke to this committee and it was voted on and 

Hearing Aid Legislation in IL 

passed unan-

imously. It 

was voted on 

in the Senate 

and passed 

unanimously 

on 5-23-18. 

The Governor 

was given 

the bill on 6-

29-18 and he 

had 60 days 

to adopt or 

veto the bill. 

Hunter Mar-

tin was pre-

sent with the 

Governor on August 22, 2018 when Governor Rauner signed 

HB4516 into law! The Governor shook Hunters hand and 

stated, “You are one of the youngest, most effective lobby-

ists in Illinois history”! Hunter replied “Wow.” Hunter has 

thought outside the box on this lobbying process.  He made 

YouTube videos for the Governor, explaining why he feels 

hearing aids should be covered; he called together other 

children with hearing aids from Central Illinois to create a 

video. Hunter is a very bright, young man with a great future 

ahead of him. He reports that his life goals after high school 

are to go to college, join the military, become a Senator or 

Representative of Illinois and then become the President of 

the United States. I truly believe that Hunter can do any and 

all of these things! We cannot be more proud of him.  
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Looking for a great way to help IL Hands & Voices?  

No time to run to the store for cards? 

No time to do a scrapbook of your kids? 

Looking for a unique iPhone cover? 

Illinois Hands & Voices has a solution: SendOutCards! Not only do we use this 

service for our non-profit organization, we are offering it to our members and 

families.  For every subscription, IL Hands & Voices receives a percentage.  

With SendOutCards, you can create customized greeting cards that can also 

include gift cards, books and gifts as well. The company prints and sends out the 

cards through US mail. You can upload your handwriting font and signature 

too!   

      SendOutCards can also help you create: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

www.sendoutcards.com/illinoishandsandvoices  

Check it 

out! 

Illinois Hands & Voices and 

Guide By Your Side participate 

in various fundraisers to sup-

port and enhance these organi 

- 

 

 

 

-zations.  If you are interested in making a  tax 

deductible donation  contact Andrea Marwah at 

(877) 350-4556 or email her at ilhan-

sandvoies@gmail.com.  

Page 12 

• Custom photo mugs 

• iPhone and iPad covers 

• Scrap book and photo books 

• Posters 

• Canvas prints   

• Metal prints 

• Postcards 

• And much, much more 

attended the event. 

This 5K was IL Hands 

& Voices biggest fund-

raiser for the year.  

Without events like 

this we would not be 

able to provide support 

and resources to fami-

lies who have children 

who are deaf or hard 

of hearing throughout 

Illinois. 

(Continued from page 10) 

Recognition of our  SILVER level sponsors: 

http://www.sendoutcards.com/illinoishandsandvoices
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Page 20 
Stay up to date by becoming a “fan” of  

Illinois Guide By Your Side  and Illinois Hands & Voices  

Save the Dates: 

• H&V Leadership confer-

ence...Sept14-16 

• Family Events...Sept 21, 22, 23 

(pages 4-6) 

• Walk 4 Hearing...Sept 30 (pg 2)  

• Family Events...Oct 14 (pg 8) 

• EHDI conference...Mar 3-5 (pg 3) 

Celebrating 25 Years of Service 

The Illinois Service Resource Center held a 25 

Year Anniversary Open House event in August.  

ISRC has been providing behavioral support 

for students who are deaf and hard of hearing 

since August 15, 1993.  ISRC provides a varie-

ty of free services and resources including on-

site visits to families to address behavior strat-

egies and a library that mails items with return 

postage included.  For more information visit 

www.isrc.us.  

Attendees at the Illinois Service Resource Center 25 Year Anniversary 

Open House event included (left to right) Mindy Long, CASE; Dr. Bonita 

Simon, Center on Deafness; Tracy Mack, CASE; Judy Pierce, former 

ISRC Director; Diane Hudyka, Retired Case Manager at Bell School.  

Keeping It Green 

Child’s Voice students gathered over 400 pounds of items to 

donate to SAVERS 

through a recent 

Fundraiser. Items 

were collected and 

donated to SAV-

ERS. SAVERS con-

tributes back to 

Child’s Voice based 

on the weight of 

the items collect-

ed.  Here is our 

staff and a parent 

dropping off our 

collections.  

On The Green 

 

On Tuesday, June 12, over 200 

golfers, sponsors, supporters, 

and volunteers gathered for the 

annual Child’s Voice Golf Tour-

nament. This year, held at Can-

tigny Park in Wheaton, the 

Tournament raised over 

$90,000 for the programs and 

services at Child’s Voice.  
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Illinois EARS  

Illinois Hands & Voices, Guide By Your Side does not support or endorse any specific organization, communication or amplification choice.  

The information in this newsletter is to simply share with families and professionals the resources and events available to them.  

Guide By Your Side is the result of a collaborative effort between 

the following: IL Hands & Voices and the IL Early Hearing Detection 

& Intervention (EHDI) Program. 

It is with great sadness to report the 

loss of Blackhawks icon, Stan Mik-

ita.  Stan was one of the greatest sup-

porters of Deaf and Hard of Hearing chil-

dren and their families.  Stan, with the 

late Irv Tiahnybik, founded the America 

Hearing Impaired Hockey Association 

(AHIHA) and the Stan Mikita Hockey 

School in 1973. He dedicated his time 

and talent to the camp and recruited 

current and former NHL players to help 

coach and run the school.  He secured 

sponsors to fund the program which al-

lowed each player to attend the week-

long school for free. Since 1973, thou-

sands of athletes who are Deaf and Hard 

of Hearing have attended the annual 

AHIHA – Stan Mikita Hockey School for 

the Deaf and Hard of Hearing. 

AHIHA is not just a place where players learn to improve their game.  It is also a place where life-long friend-

ships are formed both for the players and their families.  Similar to the Hands and Voices philosophy, families 

and children interact whether they use spoken language or American Sign Language and regardless of whether 

they use a hearing aid, cochlear implant, or no equipment at all. 

My son, Eli has participated in AHIHA for the last 8 years.  We are fortunate that it is held in Illinois. Families 

travel from as far away as Alaska!  While it takes place only about 45 minutes from our home, we still choose 

to stay at the hotel facility so that we can have a true and full AHIHA experience. It is an event that we look 

forward to all year.  It is a place where Eli can play with Deaf and Hard of Hearing friends from all across the 

country who share common life experiences. It is a place where we, as parents, can commiserate about the 

challenges and triumphs we face when raising a child with hearing loss.  It is also a place where parents can 

just have FUN at the many social events that are held during the week. 

We are beyond grateful to Stan Mikita for establishing AHIHA.  He will be sorely missed but I know his inspira-

tion will allow today’s Deaf and Hard of Hearing players, as well as future generations, to pursue their dreams 

and to achieve success both on and off the ice.  

A Legend On and Off the Ice 


